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THE RISING SU

Panel to look into reservation

Aretired High Court judge will go into
the modalities of providing reservation
to Arundathiyars within the existing
quota of reservation for Scheduled
Castes, a resolution adopted at an all-
party meet on March 12 in Chennai here
decided. The one-man commission will
also discuss the issues with a committee
constituted by the Centre on Scheduled
Castes, and will submit its recommen-
dation in six months. The reservation for
Arundatiyars will be implemented
immediately thereafter.

A majority of the 24 political parties that
took part in the all-party meet called to
discuss reservation for Arundathiyars
welcomed the government’s move and

pledged their support.

Chief Minister Kalaignar
M.Karunanidhi, in his address, said soon
after the DMK government came to power
for the first time in 1969, it appointed a
committee under A.N. Sattanathan to look
into the welfare of the oppressed classes.
It was based on the recommendations of
the committee that the 16 per cent
reservation for the SCs and Scheduled
Tribes in education and jobs was
increased to 18 per cent.

After this, in 1990, adhering to a
judgement of the Madras High Court and
taking into consideration the population
of the scheduled castes, the entire 18 per
cent reservation was given to them and a

separate 1 per cent reservation was given
to STs. There are 36 castes listed as STs
and 76 castes as SCs. Arundathiyar caste
is one among the 76.

Kalaignar asserted that the government
was committed to the principle of
reservation in jobs and educational
institutions for the oppressed classes. As
per the 2001 census, the population of the
State was 6.24 crore. Of this, Scheduled
Castes constituted 1.18 crore.

In his concluding remarks, Kalaignar
clarified that it was unfortunate that
Krishnasamy had staged a walkout. The
Chief Minister said it was regrettable that
Krishnasamy had told mediapersons that
it was a meeting to mislead the community.
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“This charge is totally false. The
government acts with good inten- tion,
but it is wrong to pinpoint that the entire
effort is a total failure if some mistakes
are committed by officials,” he added.

Referring to one example, he said it has
been brought to his notice that though
reservation for Christians and Muslims
was provided for, there was a problem
when it came to the implementation for
Muslims.

“Itis true that 3.5 percent reservation is
not being provided to Muslims,” he said.
He had convened meetings of officials to
make sure such problems did not occur
in future, he added.




